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yrerlde and what is in every one of them and where thei lie.
\Vherfore at the beginnyng I have put a litle declaration of the
sphere with the regiment of the northe pole and the sonne with
ther declinations, the longitude and latitude of ail the worlde
and also the costes of the landes with ther derotas1 and alti-
tudes-, shewing every place in how many degres it stondeth and
also everie province what people what Iaye3 or secte thei be of
and of ther comoditees. Wherof parte I have travailed and sene
my self by experiens, and those parties wch I have not seene I
have had knolege of them by suche credible persones as have
labored that contreis and also have writen of the same, herin
most huniblie beseching your maiestie to accept my poore
foL ir mynde and will which is onelie to do your grace service.

HERE BEGYXXETH a lytle declaration of the spere neces-
sarie for pylattys to knowe, wherby they maie take
there altitude of the sonne and north starre.
THYS spere is a bodie rounde under a superfice in the myddis
wherof is a poynte from, the whiche all the lynes elevate to the
superfice be equalle. This point is called centrum of the spere.
And ther is a lyne that goeth thorough all the spere and passeth
the myddys of the centrum and towcheth in bothe the partes
of the superiiee of the spere whiche is called axis, and the ij
endes of the axe be called poles, the one artike and the other
antartike. The artike is called northe and the antartike is called
southe and upon thes ij poles all the spere goeth about without
cessyng.
THIS sphere4 after cosmographie and geographic is devyded
by v panes or zones. The furste is callyd torrida zona and is the
r Barlow borrows this word from the Spanish, in default of an exact
English equivalent: the best rendering is perhaps bearings, as the later
text will show.
- i.e. latitudes, as determined by the sun's altitude.
"* i.e. faith (Oxford English Dictionary).
^ Here a page of the original Spanish, on the eight concentric
spheres, and on the elements, is omitted, as are several later sections
e.g. that on Eclipses.